Earth-science information for Montana and the Nation

By Joanna N. Thamke

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) places high value on the dissemination of reliable
and relevant earth-science and natural-resource information. The USGS annually
publishes hundreds of scientific reports that cover a wide variety of topics to meet a
variety of needs. More than 70,000 USGS reports are available electronically at the
USGS Publications Warehouse (kttp.//infotrek.er.usgs.gov/pubs/). Reports in the USGS
Circular series provide syntheses of understanding about various earth processes,
geographic areas, national issues, and USGS programs. These reports are aimed at
enhancing knowledge and understanding among the general public, policy makers,
resource managers, university students, and scientists in related fields.

During the past decade, USGS Circulars have covered topics such as: nutrients and
pesticides in water, volatile organic compounds in ground water, managing and
sustainability of ground-water resources, ground water and surface water as a single
resource, estimated water use, water quality of streams and aquifers, water availability for
the western United States, urban growth in American cities, disease emergence from
wildlife, geothermal energy, floods, mining reclamation, coal, uranium, and asbestos.
USGS Circulars offer an opportunity to apply a national perspective to issues and
processes that apply to and affect Montana’s natural resources.
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